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Project 3.

A scenario was proposed for Montgomery County for the construction of a new interchange at Wares
Ferry Road at I-85, the construction of a new roadway from Wares Ferry Road through undeveloped land
to Chantilly Parkway and constructing a proposed Outer Loop segment from I-85 to SR-110/Vaughn
Road. See figure 5.8.5 for project locations for this scenario.

Justification for a new interchange at Wares Ferry Rd and 1-85 is not shown for the purpose of relieving
congestion of roadways leading to the Mitylene interchange at [-85 and Chantilly Parkway or relieving
congestion at the Mitylene interchange. The purpose of a new interchange at this location would be to
provide relief to the adjacent roads and/or to provide needed connectivity. As you can see in figure 5.8.5
and 5.8.6, the new interchange at this location would not provide significant benefit to any of the
surrounding facilities. The model shows a reduction of only a few hundred trips on Chantilly Pkwy,
which would not justify this improvement. However, due to the spacing between the Chantilly Pkwy and
US 80 interchanges (5 miles), this location would be an attractive location for future consideration of a
new interchange. For these reasons, this project should be included in the Needs Plan.

The proposed new roadway that would be constructed from Wares Ferry Road to Chantilly Parkway
would only be beneficial if the interchange was implemented. As you can see, Wares Ferry goes from
grey to green in this figure with the interchange. Since this figure represents the V-C analysis, that means
that this segment of Wares Ferry will be slightly over capacity with the interchange and would, therefore,
benefit from the new road, but again, this would be a Needs Plan project.

As for the short Outer Loop segment from I-85 to SR-110/Vaughn Road, the model doesn’t appear to
demonstrate congestion relief to the primary congestion problem at the Mitylene interchange. However,
the true benefits of the Outer Loop from US-80 (Selma Hwy) to I-85 will not be realized until it is fully
implemented, but access is provided if access to is an objective. In order to complete the project,
however, it will need to be done in sections as this represents the most affordable option to the $400
million dollar project. Therefore, the short segment from I-85 to SR-110/Vaughn Road (to the extent we
have already included it) should remain in the Constrained Plan Program of projects. See figures 5.8.5
and 5.8.6 for travel demand model scenario results for this scenario.
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